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Gasimov	taught	mine-risk	education	to	schoolchildren	in	af-fected	areas	of	Azerbaijan.	“I	used	to	go	to	schools	conducting	mine-risk	education	in	order	to	prevent	incidents	such	as	my	own,”1	he	remembers.	
Gasimov’s	commitment	to	his	work	in	mine	action	helped	him	receive	 the	promotion	 to	Team	Leader	of	 the	Training	and	 Quality	 Assurance	 Team	 at	 ANAMA,	 an	 important	component	of	 the	mine-action	program	 in	Azerbaijan.	The	T&QA	Team	at	ANAMA	was	created	specifically	to	oversee	the	clearance	operations	of	 the	demining	companies	and	to	identify	and	address	any	problems	that	arise	during	the	de-mining	process.	
As	part	of	his	training	for	the	T&QA	Team	at	ANAMA,	Gasimov	attended	 a	number	of	 courses	 in	mine	 action.	He	provides	 the	 following	description	of	 the	main	 functions	of	his	team:	“We	conduct	trainings,	work	on	capacity	building,	
n	addition	to	having	mined	spots	along	its	border	with	Ecuador	
resulting	from	a	conflict	resolved	long	ago,	Peru	currently	focuses	
primarily	on	civilian	landmine	accidents	in	the	areas	surrounding	
the	towers	of	the	power-transmission	lines	that	cross	the	country.	In	
the	mid-1980s,	 guerrillas	 of	 the	 Sendero Luminoso	 group	 launched	 a	
strategy	to	knock	down	towers	with	high-tension	lines	to	cause	black-
outs	 in	 several	 regions,	 including	 the	 capital,	 Lima.	 In	 1986,	 in	 one	
day—the	day	before	elections—10	towers	were	knocked	down,	resulting	
in	a	nationwide	blackout.	
After	 that	 incident,	 authorities	decided	 it	was	urgent	 to	protect	 their	
power-transmission	 infrastructure.	 However,	 it	 was	 not	 feasible	 to	 keep	
guards	around	every	tower,	many	of	which	were	located	deep	in	the	jungle,	
in	inhospitable	areas	or	at	high	altitudes.	The	solution	was	to	emplant	land-
mines	quickly	around	those	towers;	but	as	with	every	plan	created	in	haste,	
many	mistakes	with	fatal	consequences	resulted.
Charged	with	the	task	of	emplacing	the	landmines,	the	National	Police	
developed	an	“explosive	device	for	self-protection,”	which	was	basically	an	
adapted	army	grenade	equipped	with	a	system	of	pressure	activation	and	
assembled	at	the	very	site	where	it	was	planted.	Essentially	the	device	
was	nothing	more	than	an	improvised	landmine.	Later,	the	country’s	
Navy	would	develop	a	mine	of	 its	own.	It	was	smaller	and	more	
powerful,	but	a	little	safer	in	its	functioning.	
In	1989,	a	group	of	60	police	officers	was	assigned	to	plant	
30	to	50	landmines	around	each	of	the	1,711	towers	located	
at	strategic	spots	in	the	departments	of	Lima,	Junín,	
Huancavélica	and	Ica.	Of	those	60	profession-
als,	only	23	had	had	some	kind	of	training	and	
qualification	in	explosives,	and	they	transferred	
their	knowledge	to	the	others.	Worse	still,	each	
time	one	of	 the	towers	needed	technical	main-
tenance,	 those	professionals	were	 sent	 ahead	 to	
“open	a	path”	to	the	tower,	deactivating	and	re-
moving	the	landmines	from	a	strip	of	land	where	
they	 would	 be	 replanted	 and	 reactivated	 later.	
They	had	no	personal	 protective	 equipment	 and	
no	plan	for	transportation	and	rescue	if	required.	
There	were	no	 reliable	maps	of	mine	 locations	
either,	 since	many	of	 them	had	 to	be	planted	
quickly	in	areas	with	altitudes	of	over	5,000	
meters	(16,404	feet)	due	to	the	physiologi-
cal	 threats	 posed	 by	 high	 altitudes,	 or	
were	 subjected	 to	 possible	 displacements	
caused	by	rain,	floods,	blizzards,	vegetation	
growth,	etc.
The	 lack	 of	 proper	 training	 and	 qualifications,	
personal	safety	equipment	and	accurate	maps,	in	ad-
dition	to	the	quality	of	landmines	themselves	and	the	
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Each	DIVSECOM	demining	squad	comprises	two	
detectorists	and	two	probers.
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Following a series of mistakes that caused hundreds of accide ts—many f tal—a
new battalion of the National P lice of Peru ow ensures demining quality 
for 1,711 power transmission towers.
As a young man in a war-t orn area of Azerbaijan, Elnur Gasimov experienced t he shock of being severely 
injured by a piece of unexploded ordnance. Today, Gasimov’s personal experience has inspired him t o work as 
t he Team Leader of  t he Training and Quali t y Assurance Team at t he Azerbaijan N at ional Agency for 
Mine Act ion t o ensure what happened t o him will not happen t o ot her ci t izens of his count ry. Gasimov’s 
resilience and ded icat ion t o his work make him a hero in t he demining communi t y. 
conduct	 monitoring	 evaluations	 as	 a	 part	 f	 QA,	 and	 also	ensure	that	the	land	clearance	by	the	demining	agencies	has	been	done	in	accordance	with	the	National	and	International	Mine	Action	Standards.”	He	adds,	“We	make	sure	that	noth-ing	remains	and	there	was	no	ordnance	missed.”1	
Gasimov	 recognizes	mine	 clearance	 is	 at	 times	 an	 over-whelming	 undertaking,	 sometimes	 marked	 by	 unexpected	barriers.	“All	of	my	achievements	 in	 this	field	have	been	an	ongoing	process.	We	work	and	we	learn.	Sometimes	we	learn	[by	making]	mistakes,	but	our	first	goal	is	to	make	the	land	free	 from	mines	using	 the	approved	 standards.”	Gasimov	 is	happy	to	dedicate	his	life’s	work	to	the	destruction	of	devices	that	are	so	harmful.	“Each	destroyed	mine	and	each	neutral-ized	[piece	of]	ordnance	means	someone’s	rescued	life	or	pro-tected	health.”1	
In	 spite	 of	 the	 difficulties	 that	 accompany	 working	 in	minefields,	Gasimov	feels	his	work	in	mine	action	has	been	rewarding.	He	hopes	one	day	all	countries,	including	his	own,	will	 be	 free	 from	 the	 complications	 inflicted	 by	mines	 and	UXO.	The	 young	T&QA	Team	Leader	would	 also	 like	 to	see	 the	 injury	and	death	caused	by	mines	and	UXO	absent	from	the	world.	“Some	of	our	people	will	try	and	reach	wa-ter	or	herd	their	animals	and	they	are	injured	by	landmines,”	Gasimov	laments.	“It	is	very	hard.”1	
When	 asked	 about	 his	 suggestions	 for	 the	 mine-action	community,	Gasimov	believes	communication	is	essential	to	solving	the	mine	problem.	“My	suggestion	is	to	work	closer,	to	share	the	experience	with	other	countries	and	to	work	as	one	force	against	the	problem.	We	can	share	lessons	we	have	learned	 so	 that	others	do	not	have	 to	 learn	 from	 their	own	mistakes,”1	he	concludes.	
It	 is	 Gasimov’s	 sense	 of	 hope,	 compassion	 and	 unity	that	makes	him	a	valuable	member	of	the	demining	com-munity.	He	not	only	contributes	his	knowledge	and	dedi-cation	to	the	field,	but	he	also	has	taught	mine	victims	that	recovery	from	tragic	situations	is	well	within	reach.	
See Endnotes, page 111
A	mine	victim	with	an	inju
ry	similar	to	Gasimov’s.	
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Lao PDR has over 80 million such bomblet s scat t ered all over 15 provinces. These bomblet s are 
remnant s of t he second Indochina conflict bet ween 1964 and 1973, known in America as t he Viet nam 
War. Thirt y years af t er t he conflict ended, t hese bombies and ot her explosive remnant s of war con-
t inue t o maim, kill and dest roy lives and propert ies as well as serve as a hindrance t o t he count ry’s 
s oc i o ec on omic development . 
by	Bounpheng	Sisawath	[	Lao	National	UXO	Project	]
n	 June	 2004,	 in	 the	 village	
of	 Nongsoung	 of	 the	 Pakso
ng	
district	 in	 Champassak	 prov
ince,	 Lao	 People’s	 Democra
tic	
Republic,	 30-year-old	 Pheng
	 and	 four	 of	 her	 five	 childr
en	
went	out	to	plant	vegetables.
	At	noontime,	while	she	was
	cook-
ing	 lunch	 for	 the	 children,	
three	 of	 them	 began	 playing
	 with	
something	 she	 could	 not	 se
e.	 Shortly	 thereafter,	 village
rs	 two	
kilometres	(one	mile)	away	he
ard	the	sound	of	an	explosion
	com-
ing	from	the	direction	of	Phe
ng’s	garden.	
Pheng	 lay	 on	 the	 ground	 un
conscious,	 barely	 alive,	 cover
ed	
with	blood	while	her	two-and
-a-half	year	old	son,	Norm,	sa
t	near-
by	and	played	alone.	He	did	
not	understand	what	had	hap
pened	
to	his	mother,	sister	and	two
	older	brothers.	His	sister,	Sa
n,	11,	
and	his	two	older	brothers,	N
ya	and	Nga,	7	and	4,	lay	mo
tion-
less.	Norm	was	lucky	because
	his	mother’s	body	acted	as	a	s
hield,	
protecting	him	from	the	bom
b	fragments.	When	Pheng	reg
ained	
consciousness,	she	saw	her	ch
ildren	on	the	ground	covered
	with	
blood,	but	her	injuries	preven
ted	her	from	moving.	Three	
of	her	
children	 died	 in	 the	 inciden
t	 before	 help	 arrived	 becaus
e	 the	
“killer	toy”	with	which	they	w
ere	playing—a	BLU-26	bomb
let	or	
“bombie”1—exploded.
The	 villagers	 arrived	 to	 help
	 Pheng	 and	 her	 children	 abo
ut	
half	 an	 hour	 after	 hearing	 th
e	 explosion.	 She	was	 taken	 t
o	 the	
hospital	where	she	stayed	for
	four	days.	She	suffered	injur
ies	all	
over	her	body,	including	a	bro
ken	right	leg,	and	was	riddled
	with	
bomb	fragments	lodged	in	her
	head,	legs	and	arms.	Pheng	w
as	not	
poor,	but	she	had	to	sell	her	l
and	and	animals	to	pay	her	d
ebts	to	
neighbors	who	lent	her	mone
y	for	her	hospital	bills.	Thou
gh	she	
stayed	in	the	hospital	for	only
	four	days,	she	was	unable	to	
move	
easily	for	three	months	follow
ing	the	accident.	
Lao	 PDR	 has	 over	 80	 milli
on	 such	 bomblets	 scattered	
all	
over	 15	 provinces.	 These	 bo
mblets	 are	 remnants	 of	 the	 s
econd	
Indochina	conflict	between	19
64	and	1973,	known	in	Amer
ica	as	
the	 Vietnam	 War.	 Thirty	
years	 after	 the	 conflict	 ende
d,	 these	
bombies	and	other	explosive	r
emnants	of	war	contin-
ue	to	maim,	kill	and	destroy	li
ves	and	properties	as	well	as	se
rve	as	
a	hindrance	to	the	country’s	s
ocioeconomic	development.	
The	Lao	National	UXO	Proj
ect	(UXO	LAO)	is	the	nation
al	
humanitarian	 unexploded-o
rdnance-clearance	 organisat
ion.	 It	
operates	in	nine	of	the	most
	impacted	provinces,	clearin
g	land	
for	agriculture	and	other	dev
elopment	activities	as	well	as
	edu-
cating	 people	 to	 reduce	 the
	 number	 of	 accidents	 from	
UXO.	
Since	 it	was	 founded	 in	 199
6,	 over	 7,200	hectares	 (28	 s
quare	
miles)	of	land	have	been	clea
red,	benefiting	more	than	fiv
e	mil-
lion	people;	unfortunately,	a
ccidents	still	happen.	Despit
e	 the	
presence	 of	 community-aw
areness	 teams	 in	 each	 pro
vince,	
the	work	of	such	teams	is	n
ot	enough	to	remind	and	ed
ucate	
people	of	the	dangers	of	UX
O.	A	team	is	only	able	to	vis
it	four	
to	six	villages	each	month	a
nd	every	village	once	every	
three	
or	 four	years	due	 to	 resourc
e	 constraints	 and	 the	numb
er	of	
villages	affected.	The	daunt
ing	task	of	clearing	the	more
	than	
82,000	square	kilometres	(3
1,660	square	miles)—more
	than	
one-third	of	the	country’s	ar
ea—considered	at	risk	from	
UXO	
will	remain	a	challenge	for	f
uture	generations.
See Endnotes, page 111
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mistaken	strategy	of	removal	and	reinsertion	of	the	landmines,	
caused	dozens	of	accidents.	Eighty-one	of	the	professionals	who	
had	worked	in	the	Division	of	Safety	in	Landmine	Activation–
Explosive	Devices	for	Self-protection	Unit	were	involved	in	ex-
plosions.	Many	of	them	were	mutilated	and	five	died	as	a	result	
of	their	wounds.	Of	the	survivors,	41	were	injured	too	badly	to	
return	to	work,	and	35	are	still	working	with	mild	injuries.	Eight	
founded	 the	Asociación de Victimas y Sobrevivientes de Campos 
Minados to	represent	them	before	the	government	and	National	
Police,	and	to	create	mine-risk	education	projects	for	the	popula-
tions	of	the	affected	areas.	
From	1989	to	2003,	over	300	landmine	incidents	were	re-
corded	in	Peru,	173	of	 them	in	the	areas	surrounding	power-
transmission	towers.	
There	were	cases	like	the	one	of	Fredy	Mendonza,	who,	at	the	
age	of	nine,	was	pasturing	his	sheep	near	a	high-tension	tower	in	
the	department	of	Junín	and	saw	a	shiny	object	he	believed	to	be	
a	radio	on	the	ground.	His	childish	curiosity	and	naïveté	lead	him	
to	take	the	artifact	in	his	hands	and	press	the	button,	causing	it	to	
explode.	His	family	found	him	unconscious	and	thought	he	was	
dead.	The	boy	would	only	move	again	almost	16	hours	later,	when	
he	was	finally	taken	to	a	hospital.	Mendonza	lost	three	fingers	on	
his	right	hand,	two	from	his	left,	and	became	permanently	blind-
ed	from	the	explosion;	he	still	gets	infections	in	his	eyes	from	time	
to	time.	Today	he	lives	in	a	poor	neighborhood	on	the	outskirts	of	
Lima	in	a	wooden	house	with	neither	water	nor	electricity.	He	de-
pends	on	financial	support	for	medical	care	from	the	International	
Committee	of	the	Red	Cross,	and	on	his	12-year-old	sister	to	help	
him	sell	candy	on	buses.
According	 to	 the	 2005	 Landmine Monitor Report,1	 approxi-
mately	 60,000	 landmines	 were	 removed	 from	 areas	 surround-
ing	 the	 1,711	 towers	 from	 June	 2002	 to	 February	 2004.	Until	
July	2005,	however,	only	50	of	those	power	transmission	towers	
had	 had	 quality-assurance	 procedures	 done.	 In	 June	 2005,	 the	
National	Police	stated	that	1,361	previously	demined	power	towers	
in	Huancavélica,	Ica	and	Lima	were	still	considered	dangerous.	
As	a	signatory	of	the	Ottawa	Convention,2	Peru	today	receives	
the	necessary	 international	 assistance	and	 support	 to	have	 refor-
mulated,	re-equipped	and	better-trained	demining	teams.	Within	
the	 National	 Police,	 the	 División de Seguridad Contraminas 
(DIVSECOM),	with	approximately	80	members,	receives	support	
for	training	and	learning	new	techniques	from	the	Organization	of	
American	States.	The	new	methods	are	completely	different	from	
those	employed	in	the	1990s	and	comply	with	established	interna-
tional	standards.	Detected	landmines	are	no	longer	unearthed	but	
exploded	on	location	with	total	safety.	
Each	demining	squad	comprises	eight	professionals:	one	squad	
head,	two	detectorists,	two	probers,	one	expert	in	explosives,	one	
male	nurse	 and	one	 team	member	 responsible	 for	 the	 campaign	
of	 awareness	 and	 mine-risk	 education	 for	 the	 communities	 liv-
ing	near	the	affected	areas.	They	use	metal	detectors	and	protect	
themselves	with	proper	boots,	vests	and	anti-impact	helmets.
Demining	quality	assurance	for	all	towers	should	have	been	
completed	by	June	2006,	but,	due	to	bureaucratic	problems,	the	
deadline	for	the	agreement	between	Peru	and	OAS	was	postpo-
ned,	which	led	to	a	great	financial	lapse,	paralyzing	those	activi-
ties	for	a	long	period.	As	there	have	been	no	regular	MRE	activi-
ties	 in	Peru	 since	2003,	 accidents	 involving	 civilians	 continue.	
Consequently,	 Noe	 Ñahuero	 Cordova,	 a	 little	 boy	 who	 lived	
with	a	native	 family	 in	Huancavélica	department,	didn’t	know	
he	shouldn’t	touch	an	object	he	found.	As	Fredy	had	done,	Noe	
also	picked	up	from	the	field	an	object	he	did	not	recognize.	He	
took	the	artifact	home	and	on	the	following	day,	tied	it	to	a	stick	
to	put	it	into	the	firewood	stove.	It	exploded	and	the	10-year	old	
boy	had	his	right	arm	ripped	off,	lost	an	eye	and	had	to	undergo	
surgery	on	the	other	eyeto	receive	an	intraocular	 lens.	He	also	
receives	medical	aid	from	the	ICRC.
As	a	 result	of	 this	 incident	and	others,	 the	clearance	 team	felt	
better	 quality	 assurance	 was	 needed.	 Since	 restarting	 quality	 as-
surance	activities	 in	March	2006,	523	towers	have	been	released.	
Nine	 landmines	 and	 approximately	 1,700	 pieces	 of	 unexploded	
ordnance	were	found.	Plans	are	underway	to	clear	the	rest	of	the	
towers	by	mid-2007,	provided	there	are	no	interruptions.
See Endnotes, page 111
Two-and-a-half-year-old	Norm,	who	was	shielded	from	the	bombie	by	his	mother,	lost	his	
three	older	siblings	to	the	“killer	toy.”
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